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Use of mobile phones and personal devices at Thomas Wolsey Ormiston Academy

Staff 
No private phones in academy during academy hours, unless there are pre-agreed mitigating circumstances.* SLT/DSLs are issued with a academy phone for academy business only. 
*These are as follows:
· To be used sparingly and transparently for 2FA as an alternative to a dongle (newer members of staff)
· Whilst on educational visits for navigation or emergency contact.
· For medical purposes, e.g. if receiving a call from a doctor or in the use of apps to support long-term health conditions. If being used for medical purposes, the member of staff must do so with complete transparency and in the manner discussed with the co-principal. 

Parents/Carers 
No phones in academy during academy hours unless permission has been granted and the conditions of use are adhered to, i.e. parents / carers may take photos of their child at performances as long as there are no other children in the background and at a time specified by the organiser so as not to detract from the enjoyment of others, the focus of the children and most importantly, so that the academy can best manage its safeguarding responsibilities. 

Pupils
In line with Trust policy, mobile phones and personal devices will, as of 1st April 2026, will no longer be allowed in the academy during academy hours unless with the expressed permission of the Co-Principals for the following purposes only:
· Where they are being used as assistive technology, (e.g. for alternative and augmentative communication)
· Where they are supporting the medical needs of the pupils 
· Where they are supporting the development of specific independence skills*
*The use of mobile phones and devices may, on occasions, form part of the planned curriculum.  As part of their preparations for adulthood and development of independence skills, pupils may need to learn how to navigate phones and personal devices. As part of their learning around staying safe in the online world, pupils may need to be taught how to apply privacy settings or be aware of other safety features.  Such sessions will be planned and parents / carers will be fully informed by written correspondence should this situation occur.
Pupils will continue to be able to use their phone or mobile device whilst travelling on Schools Transport.  Where this arrangement is in place, this will be an agreement between Schools Transport and the parent / carer. On arrival in academy, phones and mobile devices will be stored away in the pupil’s bag until home-time.
In recognition of these changes, the mobile device agreement below has been adjusted.
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TWOA Mobile device agreement
Please detach this page and return to the academy in a separate envelope addressed FOA Emily Webster

I accept that if my son/daughter brings a mobile device into school, the academy will not be held responsible for any loss or damage to it unless it is clear that this has arisen as a result of academy negligence.
I accept that my son/daughter will only be allowed to use their phone or device during academy hours for one, some or all of the following purposes listed below. If the phone or device is used for any other purpose, they will no longer be allowed to bring the device into school. 

· Where they are being used as assistive technology, (e.g. for alternative and augmentative communication)
· Where they are supporting the medical needs of the pupils 
· Where they are supporting the development of specific independence skills* (please see policy)

I accept that if my son / daughter uses their mobile device whilst on Schools Transport, they will do so in a way that respects the age, stage and needs of all other children on their bus.
I accept that should my son/daughter be found by Schools Transport to be using their phone or mobile device in unsafe or inappropriate ways, that the academy reserves the right to extend academy hours policy to travel to and from school as well if taking Schools Transport.


· I accept that under no circumstances should pupils be allowed to take any photos or videos whilst in the academy or on Schools Transport on their phone or personal device* (unless this forms part of a lesson to help build their independence skills in using their technology)

· I accept that where phones and devices are brought into academy, parental controls which prevent access to inappropriate content will be switched on and my son/daughter will only have access to sites that are age-appropriate. (If you would like help around this, please contact the academy. The academy has robust filtering and monitoring in place on all academy devices but the internet can still be accessed by mobile data on personal devices).


Pupil name_________________________________________________________________

Pupil signature (if appropriate) ________________________  Today’s  Date_____________

Parent/carer name___________________________________________________________

Parent/carer signature ______________________________  Today’s Date ___________
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